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BACKGROUND

North Lake is one in a chain of freshwater
wetlands running north-south parallel to the
coastline of Western Australia on the Swan
Coastal Plain. It has a surface area of 28ha
and is 2-3m deep, providing a year round
refuge for water birds.

The total North Lake Reserve, however,
encompasses 150ha and includes three other
smaller wetlands of varying characteristics as
well as melaleuca woodlands, kunzea shrub-
land, sedgelands, jarrah/banksia woodlands
and substantial tracts of degraded country
originally cleared for grazing livestock, market
gardens and orchards.

The Reserve has a richness of wetland
associations rarely seen in the metropolitan
region. Consequently it attracts and supports
a great diversity of wildlife and so has
important conservation values. It supports
123 species of birds, 24 .of these being
uncommon in the metropolitan area. Due to
its proximity to suburbia it also has many
social values, including the existence of
ancient Aboriginal campsites in several
locations around the lake.

The conservation values of North Lake were
recognised in a Murdoch University study of
the Cockburn’ Wetlands (Newman, 1976).
This drew attention to the potential for water

quality degradation from two drains entering
the lake: one an agricultural drain from
Murdoch University’s veterinary farm, and
the other a stormwater drain servicing part of
the suburb of Kardinya.

This study also recommended against the
construction of Farrington Road because it
would unnecessarily degrade both the social
and conservation values of the reserve.

In 1983 the Environmental Protection
Authority in its System 6 Red Book upheld
the views of the Murdoch University study.
Despite this, Farrington Road was con-
structed the following year. However, the
controversy surrounding this event focused
attention on the need for public action if our
wetlands were to be protected from further
harmful incursions like this (Jennings, 1984).

The Wetlands Conservation Society was
formed early in 1985 with a wide range of
objectives, including the protection of
wetlands and the rehabilitation of those
suffering degradation.

‘In 1986 the Murdoch University students

produced a draft management plan for the
North Lake Reserve. This proposed regenera-
tion of the original vegetation in most of the
degraded areas to the east and south of the
lake, and more traditional lakeside improve-
ments to the west (see Figure 1).






