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NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA)  

 
LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT FORM 
NATURAL AND CULTURAL LANDSCAPES 

 

1.            IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION  

 

 Current Name of Place: North Lake and Bibra Lake, are A Class CALM Reserve 

  

 Other Names:  Lake Coolbellup and Lake Walliabup  (Beeliar Aboriginal names). 

 

Location: Bounded by Bibra Drive to the east, Farrington Road to the north and Progress 

Drive to the west which joins Bibra Drive south, (see attachment 1). 

 

 Local Government Authority: Cockburn City Council 

  

 Map Reference UBD 2001, Maps 347 and 348  

   

Land Tenure: The Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) is the 

controlling manager of both Reserves. North Lake is directly managed by CALM whilst 

Bibra Lake is managed by the Cockburn City Council. 

 

 Current Land Use: Public access to reserves 

 

 Landform:  Beeliar Wetlands:  

Permanent open water (North Lake and Bibra Lake) 

 Ephemeral wetlands (Roe swamp and other un-named swamps) 

 Uplands. 

 Soil base is Bassendean and Karrakatta sands 

  

 Vegetation Types:  Permanent open water (Bibra Lake and North Lake).  

Closed, seasonal, shallow, wetlands and swamps 

Sumplands (Roe swamp) 

Open shorelines, mudflats and grassed areas 

Littoral assemblages; Melaleucas, Kunzeas, sedges and reeds. 

Uplands; Banksia woodlands, Eucalypt woodlands and grasslands, Agonis and Melaleuca. 

Semi-cleared remnants, following farming practices. 

  

Special landscape features: North Lake and Bibra Lake, Roe Swamp and adjoining dry land 

surrounding these areas. 

 

 Prominent associated persons, events: Beeliar Aboriginal people from 8000bp until 

present. 

 

 Significant associated dates: The Department of Main Roads Western Australia 

(MRWA), proposes to build stage 8 of the Roe Highway  along a MRWA road reserve 

though the east-west axis of the North Lake and Bibra Lake, A Class Reserves, this would 

also pass between North Lake and Bibra Lake. This is proposed to occur between 2004 

and 2010. 

 

Condition:   The area is of strong significance to the Aboriginal community. The Waugal  

and Firestick mythologies are important to the Beeliar people. Registered artifact sites are 

scattered over the area. However archeological and anthropological authorities recognise 
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that limited research has been conducted in this area to date and that further investigations  

are needed. 

 Both lakes are in reasonable biological health. The dryland area surrounding North Lake 

supports flora and fauna assemblages that are excellent representatives of Swan Plain 

assemblages. The area surrounding Bibra Lake is recovering from extensive land clearnce 

associated with past dairy farming. The southern end of Bibra Lake has been affected by 

leaching from dumping of rubbiish in the 1970s. All of the area has been affected by feral 

plants and mammals. Replanting of trees and shrubs throughout the area has been ongoing 

over the past decade. 

 

 Landscape integrity: Aesthetically representative of the Swan Plain wetlands. Possibly 

the least disturbed of all the remaining wetlands in the Perth metropolitan area. The best 

site south of the Swan River. Archeologically and anthropologically unique. 

  

 Type of Assessment (geological monument, natural landscape, cultural landscape): 

 Natural landscape. 

  

2.  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (refer to attachments for expanded statement of significance.) 

  

The area is of great historic and ongoing cultural significance to the Beeliar Aboriginals. This is 

the only remaining, relatively undisturbed, site south of the Swan River where these people lived 

throughout the year and gathered for ceremonial activities. Currently the area is a focus for the 

regeneration of the Beeliar peoples culture. The history of white settlement which forced the 

Beeliar people from the area has not been gathered. 

 

Currently the general public of Perth, especially those from south of the Swan River, use the area 

for recreation, leasure and aesthetic appreciation. The area is capable of sustaining both 

ecotourism and Aboriginal heritage activities. It has a growing significance in educational 

activities at all levels (primary, secondary and tertiary).  

 

The North Lake and Bibra Lake A Class CALM Reserves are on the interim listing of the 

Australian Heritage Commission as being of environmental significance. However these two 

reserves are each split by a MRWA Road Reserve designated for Stage 8 Extension of the Roe 

Highway which was resumed from the original Australian Heritage Commission proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 Assessment Team:        Date: August 2001 

 (Names, Address and Contact No.)     of Assessment. 

 

Committee Recommendation:       Date: 

Classification Standing Committee Recommendation:   Date:21/08/2001 

Council Resolution:        Date:10/09/2001 

Owner Advised:        Date: 

Local Government Authority Advised:     Date: 

Heritage Council Advised: Date:  Registration Date:  Date: 

Australian Heritage Commission Form Completed and Sent:   Date: 

Interim Listing:        Date: 
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2.1 Aboriginal Heritage  
 

The Beeliar Wetlands, south of the Swan River, were the focus of subsistence activities of the 

Swan coastal Aboriginal peoples, the Nyungar. The Nyungar society had strict regional 

boundaries, but these do not conform to the current western concepts of socioeconomic grouping. 

In Nyungar society each individual could be identified with a particular territory associated with 

both matrilineal and patrilineal descent. It was through this system that extended family networks 

were maintained.  
 

The dialect group known as the Beeliar occupied the Beeliar Wetlands region of the Swan coastal 

plain which extends from south of the Swan river as far as Kwinana. In fact the Beeliar people 

moved as far south as Mandurah and as far north as the Darling scarp east of Midland. 
 

The Beeliar people had semi-permanent camp sites around both Coolbellup-Walliabup (now 

known as North and Bibra lakes). Some clan members, particularly the elderly, remained near 

Coolbellup-Walliabup throughout the year, whilst the remainder dispersed inland throughout 

winter.  
 

They exploited these lakes and adjacent swamps for turtle, waterfowl and typha reeds. The lake 

edges and adjacent lands were fired periodically to promote the regeneration of the typha reeds 

and to create open grasslands suitable for game. Other food such as kangaroo, possum, bandicoot, 

yams and zamia palms were caught or collected from nearby areas.   
 

The lakes were foci for ceremonial activities. Coolbellup is associated with the mythology of the 

female Waugal which is part of the aboriginals need to respect special places to ensure harmony in 

their world. Other water landmarks such as springs and waterholes were considered to be the 

residing place of óspirit childrenô.  
 

These were responsible for births, thus new clan members were associated with these special 

places which gave them an identity with the landscape. The swampy area, now called Horse 

Paddock Swamp, is associated with the myth of how fire was stolen from the moon and bought to 

the Beeliar people. Some nearby high ground was used for burials. 
 

2.1.1 Archaeology of North Lake and Bibra Lake 

A number of archaeological investigations of the North and Bibra Lakes area have confirmed the 

ethnographic evidence that lake perimeters were camping areas with a diversity of activities sites 

(Registered sites are S00189, S00190, S00191, S00192, S00660, S02200, S01292, S01293),   

(see attachment 2). 

 

The main site of occupation was the narrow strip of land between North Lake and Bibra Lake 

(which would be totally destroyed by the proposed route of the Roe Highway (see attachment 3). 

Smaller camp sites, probably associated with particular clan or family groups, have been 

identified around the lake shores. 

 

Chert stone artefacts have been found to be relatively abundant in the area. The chertz can only 

have been obtained from quarries presently below sea level which were last exposed 8,000 years 

ago. A site on the northern fringe of North Lake has a stratified deposit indicating its continual use 

for at least 2,000 years. Aboriginal burial sites are in the region, however this is a sensitive 

subject. 

 

2.1.2 Current Aboriginal Significance  

¶ The Coolbellup-Walliabup site (North and Bibra Lakes) remains a significantly important  

      cultural site for the Beeliar people as well as for other Nyungar groups.  

¶ It is the most significant aboriginal historical site, within the Perth metropolitan area, south 

      of the Swan river.  
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¶ It is registered with the WA Museum as a mythological site. 

¶ It is in need of long term studies to document its archaeological details.   

 

2.2 Biological and Current Status 
 

2.2.1 Geography 

The Beeliar wetlands of the southern Swan coastal plain consist of two chains of lakes extending 

from Blue Gum Lake near the Swan river, south to Bollard Bulrush Lake immediately east of 

Kwinana. The region is based mostly on Karrakatta and Bassendean sandy soils.  

 

The area under consideration has two large lakes with three associated ephemeral wetlands. 

North Lake has 28.4 ha of open water, a mean depth of 2-3m, and is connected to the watertable. 

Roe swamp is a large, complex sumpland with a wide variety of microenvironments. It is the only 

sumpland (of 4 in the area) which is intact hydrologically and vegetationally.  

 

Bibra Lake has 200 ha of open water, is about 1.5m deep and has gently sloping edges. Around the 

wetlands are a variety of upland areas supporting a number of different plant communities. The 

true uplands of North Lake are in pristine condition having had limited human disturbance. 

 

2.2.2 Fauna 

The area supports a rich diversity of vertebrates which are totally dependent on the ongoing 

integrity of the wetlands and dry uplands. The physical size of the area combined with the great 

geographic and floristic variability currently guarantees that this situation will continue into the 

forseeable future. 

 

At present the area supports a great variety of native vertebrates such as two mammal species, the 

Southern brown bandicoot and brushtail possum. Occasional itinerant Grey kangaroos pass through 

the area. About 122 native bird species have been recorded of which 24 are uncommon. 

 

There is a diverse group of reptiles ie 5 species of snake, 22 species of lizard and 1 species of 

tortoise. Amphibia are seasonally abundant and represented by8 species of frog including the 

uncommon turtle frog. Only a single fish species, the Swan River Gobi is present. 

 
Feral vertebrate species are abundant, and have caused and continue to cause, significant damage to the 

area, some of these animals are; dog, cat, fox, rabbit, common rat, house mouse, ducks & geese, 

gambusia fish. 

 

2.2.3 Flora 

This area has one of the richest, floristically diverse, plant assemblages within the Perth 

metropolitan area. The plant communities around each of its water bodies differ and as such have a 

significant synergistic effect on the entire environment. Nine wetland vegetation assemblages 

ranging from swamplands, fringing reed systems, to both eucalypt and/or banksia dominated 

woodlands occur here. 

 

In summary the area has a number of rich native floral assemblages which are: 

North Lake with permanent open water and an extensive series of seasonal wetlands including Roe 

swamp draining into it. It has extensive littoral (peripheral) plant communities; kunzeas, 

melaleucas, flooded gums, reedbeds and sedges. A highly diverse range of bushland plant 

communities lies to its' east include; banksia woodland, eucalypt woodland/grasslands, 

peppermints upland communities. Bibra Lake has a large body of shallow open water for most of 

the year, in some years it does dry completely.   

 

It supports a rich habitat for a diverse community of water plants. It has an extensive fringing 

reedbed system. Like all modern urban environments introduced weed species are found 
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throughout the area, significant species being; African veldt grass, paspalum, papyrus, pigface, 

thistle, duckweed, arum lily, watsonia, gladioli, various trees including a Victorian tea-tree. 

 

2.3 Current Biological Significance 
 

¶ It has a high degree of ecological integrity, much of the area has had little disturbance    

      especially to the north east of North Lake including Roe swamp. 

¶ It has a high degree of ecological diversity; woodlands/grasslands/littoral and open water. 

¶ The area supports a high density of vertebrate species. 

¶ It supports a number of pinnacle species such as the wattlebird/honeyeater and the   

      magpie/butcherbird/raven assemblages. 

¶ It is a seasonal refuge for some waterbirds such as the pink-eared duck, yellow-billed  

      spoonbill and the red-necked avocet.  

¶ It is used by migratory waterbirds such as greenshanks, dotterels, plovers and sandpipers  

      which are protected by International Governmental Agreements (JAMBA and CAMBA).  

¶ It has a good representation of a south of the river reptile assemblage. 

¶ It has a good representation of a south of the river amphibian assemblage. 

¶ Retains a single native fish species, the Swan River Gobi, which can withstand drying out of  

      the waterways.  

¶ It has just been placed on the Register of the National Estate of the Australian Governments 

      Heritage Commission because of its environmental significance. 

 

2.4 The potential activities and development for the future 
 

¶ The potential to maintain and develop teaching and learning activities for the Beeliar peoples  

      children of their ancestors food and medicine gathering activities in a truly representative,  

      sustainable, diverse, biological environment. 

¶ The potential for establishment of an Aboriginal cultural interpretive center, based on the   

      significance of this area, for future generations.  

¶ As an area of important environmental educational value.  

¶ An area of excellent biodiversity and hence of significance to visitors. 

¶ An area of potential recreational development, such as walkways through the area.   

¶ An area of tranquility of great social psychological significance. 

 

 

3.   DESCRIPTION 

 

      See, North Lakes Residents Association Inc. Action Committee (2001). Opposition to   

      proposed Roe Highway Stage 8. Through The Beeliar Regional Park : North Lake and Bibra   

      Lake.  Appendix 1, 2, 3, 4. 

 

4.   HISTORICAL OVERVIEW  

 

      See, North Lakes Residents Association Inc. Action Committee (2001). Opposition to  

      proposed Roe Highway Stage 8. Through The Beeliar Regional Park : North Lake and Bibra   

      Lake.  Appendix 3. 

 

5.   CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

¶ Incorporate the current MRWA Roe Highway Road Reserve into the North Lake/Bibra Lake A 

Class CALM Reserves. 

¶ Close the eastern portion of Hope Road thus leaving a single access road to the Cockburn City 

Wetlands Education Centre. This would allow a return of the natural hydrological flows into 
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Roe Swamp thus increasing the longevity and viability of this important sumpland. 

¶ Maintain and improve fire management protocols for the reserves. 

¶ Maintain current revegetation programs. 

¶ Maintain and improve feral, flora and fauna management protocols and implementation for the 

reserves. 

 

¶ Prevent any further housing development west of Bibra Lake/North Lake. This is the land area 

between Progress Drive, North Lake Road, Gwillian Drive and the proposed Roe Highway 

alignment. This would reduce the potential impact from new housing estates (currently the area 

is ear-marked for low cost housing). It would also maintain the current forested area which 

makes a major contribution to the aesthetic and biological viability of the adjacent A Class 

CALM Reserves. 

¶ Introduce defined walkways throufg the eastern portion of the reserves, especially North Lake 

to control the current unrestrained walking access. 

¶ Develop indicators, which measure environmental quality of the differing areas within the 

Reserves so as to maintain and improve the areas current status.   
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Attachment 1:            North Lake and Bibra Lake 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


